
Minutes – General Meeting – 27 March 2010

As per the invitation published by press advertisement and whatever other avenues 
discovered, the doors of the AGM were opened to the public at about 10:30 a.m. even though 
the formal business was not quite complete. Members of the OCN who remained and 
members of the public in attendance totalled about sixty.

Also present were Shane Rattenbury, Greens spokesperson on this legislation and his Adviser 
Richard Briggs, who will be the main point of contact with and will coordinate Unit Titles 
Act and related matters for the Greens in the leadup to and during the forthcoming review of 
the Act.

Mr Rattenbury had requested, and was granted, the opportunity to brief the meeting on the 
present status of actions under way towards the review of the Unit Titles Act. Mr Rattenbury 
confirmed that discussions with Mr Corbell had confirmed that the review of the Act would 
commence in October, after the anniversary of the last sections of the Act to take effect, and 
outlined a range of questions that had been raised with the Government. He reported that 
Minister Barr had undertaken to further brief the Assembly on the question of auditing the 
work of certifiers, and had assured the assembly that the concerns raised about perceived 
conflict of interest would be investigated. The Greens had also taken up the removal of legal 
barriers to unit owners gaining access to feed-in tariff advantages readily available to owners 
of individual homes.

Mr Rattenbury's remarks were well received, and he was invited to remain and participate in 
the discussions that ensued.

A wide range of topics were raised, generally variations on matters known to the OCN, and in 
many cases on the list of things currently being examined. Questions relating to the ownership 
of common property, retrofitting of individual water meters, and application of the privacy 
Act to owners corporation records were raised, and discussion also ranged over pets, 
performance of managers, including collection of commissions and diversion of interest 
earned on owners corporation funds, and the possibility of self management as a possible 
alternative.

The topic that attracted the most trenchant comments was building standards and the 
difficulty of having defects remedied, and provisions in the various legislation that presently 
streamline the procedures for the approval, construction and certification of unit plans were 
trenchantly criticised. The view was stressed that Mr Rattenbury, and all politicians, should 
be on their guard against the well rehearsed strategies pursued by especially the large 
developers and builders to persuade or intimidate policy makers in this area.

The Chairman, noting that Mr Rattenbury had to leave to meet another engagement, thanked 
him for his attendance and input.

The Chairman reminded those present that the OCN is specifically established to both provide 
a forum for members to exchange information on how these kinds of problems have been 
dealt with, and to represent to Government and others the need for improvement in legislation 
or industry practice or both, and our efforts in both of these areas will be redoubled in the 
coming period. He emphasised, however, that the efficacy of our efforts is ultimately 
dependent on the input and support that the committee receives from the members. He 
undertook to ensure that particular effort would be devoted to documenting the procedures 
adopted by some owners corporations which have overcome some of the problems that plague 
others. A number of members volunteered to participate in some of these exercises.

The Chairman noted that the meeting had very satisfactorily canvassed the issues of concern 
to unit owners, and thanked all those present for attending, and closed the meeting at 



12:15p.m.


