
MEETING OF OWNERS TO CONSIDER THE MERITS OF ESTABLISHING AN 
OWNERS’ CORPORATION NETWORK

Held at St John’s Church Hall Reid on Saturday 11 October 2008, commencing 
1035am

In Attendance 95 owners and, by invitation, 3 representatives of Strata 
Management organizations.

The Chairperson for the meeting, Mr Gary Petherbridge, opened the meeting with 
a brief description of the current position in relation to the amended Unit Titles Act 
and of the concerns expressed by a number of correspondents about perceived 
problems as it affected the management of their Unit Plans. He raised for 
consideration the merits of forming an association to represent the interests of unit 
owners to government, government agencies and other elements involved in the 
development and management of Unit Plans. Gary then introduced Mr Stephen 
Goddard, Chairman of the NSW Owners’ Corporation Network(OCN).

Stephen outlined the background to formation of an OCN in NSW, the need for 
owners to have their own voice in the ‘strata industry’ along with Government, 
developers and strata managers in order to fill the vacuum in the consultation 
process and for education and exchange of information between owners. He 
provided the meeting with copies of the current constitution and ‘rules of 
engagement’ of the NSW OCN, noting that these might provide a ready reference for 
development of a homegrown product if that is what the meeting decided. He 
stressed the need for legislation to be capable of adapting to the differing 
requirements of diverse types of Unit Plans and particularly in the context of resolving 
the many issues, large and small, that continually arose in the environment of strata 
living.

In responding to questions from the floor Stephen made the following points:

. Whereas the NSW had three categories of membership, Full (individual or Unit 
Plans) with voting powers, Associate (Strata Managers and service providers) – no 
vote and Sponsored (where say a Unit Plan wants to enroll all its individual owners – 
no vote, with different fees for each category, he believed that a Canberra OCN 
should restrict membership initially to individual owner membership;

. The OCN should not extend to commercial organisations such as retirement 
villages;

. The presentation of a draft constitution to a further meeting of owners should be 
accompanied by a fee structure and a draft budget; and

.Given the impending date of effect of the amended legislation, about the end of 
February 2009 and the fact that the associated Regulations were presently being 
formulated, there is a need for urgency in progressing the formation of an OCN.

The following motions were passed by clear majority on a show of hands:

1.That this group agree that steps be taken to incorporate an Owners’ Corporation 
Network to represent the interests of owners or those living in strata environments; 
and

2.That persons to be identified be authorized to research a corporate vehicle for the 
incorporation of OCN(ACT) and bring to a meeting during the first week of February 
2009 a draft constitution for the new organisation.



Following further discussion focusing on the need for urgency in representing the 
views of owners given the timing of the legislation and the current development of 
regulations, the meeting considered the following Motion:

Moved Brian Hall, Seconded David Smith

‘That Gary Petherbridge be authorized to;

(a) progress the development of the draft constitution, fee structure and draft 
budget for presentation in February 2009;

(b) contact all political parties, the Planning and Land Authority and the 
media to advise this meeting’s decision to establish an Owner’s Corporation 
Network and to stress the need for consultation with the OCN along with 
other stakeholders on the legislation and the formulation of the associated 
regulations;

(c) establish sub-groups to assist in the development of the incorporation 
process and to formulate initial positions for presentation to government at 
both political and bureaucratic level; and

(d) take any action necessary to ensure that these initial positions are 
represented to government within the current time constraints.’

The motion was passed by clear majority on a show of hands.

Leon Webcke then gave a short presentation setting out his analysis of the problems 
associated with implementation of the amended legislation.

Following votes of thanks to Gary, Stephen and Leon the meeting concluded at 
1215pm.

Voluntary contributions towards the cost of hall hire etc resulted in a collection of 
$310 and after Hall Hire cost of $144 a net surplus of $166 that will be directed 
towards further costs involved in developing the agreed course of action and the 
costs of the February meeting.
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