
OWNERS CORPORATION NETWORK ACT
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 14 APRIL 2012

1. VENUE:  

Brassey Hotel, Barton

2. AGENDA:  

As circulated

3. ATTENDANCE

71 members and visitors attended;  there being a quorum present, the 
meeting opened at  10.05 a.m. with the President, Gary Petherbridge, in the 
chair. 

4. APOLOGIES AND PROXIES

Apologies were received from Warwick Budd, Peter and Carol Moore, and 
William Tully.  

5. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES

The minutes of the 2011 Annual General Meeting were confirmed (moved:  
Henry Lawrence, seconded:  Patrick Cook), with the following addition under 
Other Business:  

Peter Campbell sought and was given leave to address the meeting on the 
installation of photovoltaic panels on common property, a subject of 
increasing interest. Peter recounted how a proposal to install panels at his 
unit plan had been designed to save the body corporate the cost of its 
electricity usage. Advice had been sought from the taxation department 
which, after protracted delay, had ruled that if the owners corporation held 
the common property as trustee for the unit owners, the income earned from
the electricity generation could be assessed in the hands of the owners 
corporation, but since under section 47 of the Unit Titles Act the owners 
corporation holds the common property as agent for the unit owners, the 
income would be taxable in the hands of the individual owners allocated 
among the owners in accordance with their unit entitlement, rendering the 
plan practically unworkable. It is not certain that the last word has been 
heard on the tax situation and an amendment of the unit title Act might go 
some way towards resolving the issue providing a sufficiently good case 
could be made. Peter offered to work with Treasurer Ian Oakey on the 
development of a briefing paper for the web site, which offer the meeting 
was pleased to accept.”  

6. ACCEPTANCE OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS



The Treasurer circulated audited financial reports for the year 2011, showing 
a balance as at 31.12.2010 of $3800.26.  The OCN has no assets or liabilities.
The meeting accepted the financial reports (moved:  Libby Amiel, seconded:  
John Bush).

7. PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The President reported that OCN now represents about 3000 unit owners in 
the ACT.   It continues to focus on issues of concern to owners’ corporations 
in the ACT, and to provide a voice for owners corporations  with the ACT 
Government and other stakeholders in the strata titles sector.  Matters of 
continuing concern are:  improvement of building standards, further review of
the Unit Titles Management Act and the role of strata managers.  In 
pursuance of these issues, OCN maintains discussion with the ACT 
Government, the Strata Communities Association (Canberra) , and other 
relevant bodies.

8. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE

The Chairman mentioned that Hazel Moir, a member of the outgoing 
committee, does not wish to nominate for 2012.  He noted that other 
members prepared to continue in their previous capacities on committee 
were Gary Petherbridge as President, Leon Webcke as Vice-president, Ian 
Oakey as Treasurer, Cheryl Johnson as Secretary and Henry Lawrence, 
leaving one position vacant.  Nominations were invited for the vacant 
positions on the committee, and Peter Herbert was then nominated.  There 
being no further nominations, and the same number of candidates as 
positions to be filled, the meeting agreed that the new committee will be as 
indicated above (moved: Heather Nash,  seconded:  Don Beer.

The meeting passed a vote of thanks to the honorary Auditor, Chris Flood, 
and the Webmaster, Anton Cook.

9. OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman put the motion that the President of OCN (ACT) become a 
Board member of SCA(Cba), in the interests of better communication  
between stakeholders in the strata title sector, and to facilitate a stronger 
voice for unit titles owners.  After discussion, an amended motion was put to 
the meeting and passed:  that the President of OCN (ACT) take the position 
on the SCA (Cba) with observer status on a trial basis for a year (moved:  
Heather Nash, seconded:  Ian Foster).

10. CLOSE

The Chairman thanked members present for their support, and adjourned the
meeting at 10.50 a.m., prior to the advertised Forum on the implications of 
the Workplace Health and Safety legislation for owners’ corporations  and 
Sinking Find definitions & obligations. 



Cheryl  Johnson

Secretary


