
Owners Corporation Network (ACT) Inc.

Annual General Meeting - 21 May     2  0  11  

Venue: Brassey Hotel 

Agenda: As circulated

Chairman: Gary Petherbridge, President

Apologies and Proxies

1. Apologies were receive1from Anton Cook, Fiona McKinnon, and Ray 
Carpenter. Alan Christie lodged with the Secretary an undirected proxy from 
John Tracey, UP 1244.

Attendance

2. There being a quorum present, the Chairman opened the meeting at 10.03 a.m., 

with some 32 members present.  Several more arrived during the meeting.

Acceptance of Minutes

3. Moved Ian Oakey seconded Henry Lawrence that the minutes of the 2010 

Annual General Meeting be confirmed:

Carried without         dissent.

Acceptance of Financial Statements

4. The Chairman noted that the financial reports as circulated were 

straightforward and indicative of an acceptable outcome to the just completed 

year. There being expressed no wish for discussion, or questions for the 

Treasurer, it was moved Anne Felton, seconded Murray Upton that the audited 

financial reports be accepted.

Carried   without         dissent.  

President's Report

5. The President reported that 2010 had been a year of considerable progress 

towards the resolution of some of the issues raised with the Government and its 

agencies on matters of concern to owners corporations and individual unit 

owners. One major highlight is the development of a comprehensive survey of 

building defects to be conducted in conjunction with Government regulatory 

agencies, the Strata management sector and the associations representing 

builders and developers which will gather data vital to the improvement of 

building standards that is so needed. Another is the review of the 1998 changes 

to the Unit Titles Act in respect of which the OCN has had encouraging 

discussions with the Justice and Community Safety Department of the matters 

raised in the OCN's submission to the review. Both of those initiatives are 

expected to be finalised during the second half of this year, and it is hoped that 

their conclusions will be expedited by the recent departmental reorganisation 

which sees both areas come under the portfolio of Minister Corbell.



The President reminded members present that the work of the OCN was 
dependent on the input given by its members. Without knowledge of problems 
and solutions encountered or discovered by unit dwellers, the association could 
not hope to play the role it has been able so far to take. In this regard, he urged 
members to make use of the OCN web site to exchange information and ideas. 
But he noted too that the OCN is an entirely volunteer organisation and has 
relied heavily on a committee depleted by the fact that two of its number are 
currently overseas, and accordingly, asked that al1embers consider whether and 
in what ways, however limited, they might be able to contribute, either as 
committee members or volunteers for particular projects.

Other Business

6. Peter Campbell sought and was given leave to address the meeting on the 
installation of Photo Voltaic panels on common property, a subject of increasing 
interest. Peter recounted how a proposal to install panels at his unit plan had been 
designed to save the body corporate the cost of its electricity usage.  Advice had 
been sought from the taxation department, which, after protracted delay, had ruled
that if the owners corporation  held the common property as trustee for the unit 
owners, the income earned from the electricity generation could be assessed in 
the hands of the owners corporation but since under  section 47 of  the Unit Titles 
Act the owners corporation holds  the common property as agent  for the unit 
owners, the income would be taxable in the hands of the individual owners in 
accordance with  their unit  entitlement, rendering  the plan both financially and 
practically unworkable . It is not certain that the last word has been heard on the 
tax situation and amendment of the Unit Title Act might go some way towards 
resolving the issue providing a sufficiently good case could be made. Peter 
offered to work with Treasurer Ian Oakey on the development of a briefing paper 
for the web site, which offer the meeting was pleased to accept.

Election of Committee

7. The Chairman mentioned that he understood  that the two members of the 
outgoing committee, who were currently overseas, Secretary Libby Amiel and 
Member Hazel Moir both were prepared  to continue on committee upon their 
return, and accordingly nominated them for re election.  He noted that other 
members prepared to continue in their previous capacities on committee 
included Gary Petherbridge for President, Leon Webcke for Vice-president, Ian 
Oakey for Treasurer, and Henry Lawrence leaving one position vacant.  In 
accordance with the rules nominations were invited for any of the now vacant 
positions on committee.  During following discussions Cheryl Johnson indicated
willingness to serve on committee, while a number of other members offered 
backup support as and when possible. There being thus the same number of 
nominees as there were positions to be filled, there was no need for an election 
to be held and the Chairman declared all the positions on committee to be filled 
as indicated.

Close j



8. The Chairman thanked members present for their support, and, the time being 
10.45a.m, adjourned the meeting for coffee prior to the Forum on Owners 
Corporation Insurance which was scheduled to start at 11.00 am.


